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shaped like a cutlass, with a large ball at the end.
They hold the war-club in one hand, and a knife in
the other. As soon as they have dealt a blow at the
head of their enemy, they make on it a circular cut
with a knife, and take off the scalp with surprising
quickness.

When a Savage returns to his own country laden
with many scalps, he is received with great honor;
but he is at the height of his glory when he takes
prisoners and brings them home alive. As soon as
he arrives, all the people of the village meet
together, and range themselves on both sides of the
way where the prisoners must pass. This reception
is very cruel; some tear out the prisoners’ nails,
others cut off their fingers or ears; still others load
them with blows from clubs.

After this first welcome, the old men assemble in
order to consider whether they shall grant life to
their prisoners, or give orders for their death.
When there is any dead man to be resuscitated, that
is to say, if any one of their warriors has been killed,
and they think it a duty to replace him in his
cabin,—they give to this cabin one of their prisoners,
who takes the place of the deceased; and this is
what they call ‘‘ resuscitating the dead.”

When the prisoner has been condemned to death,
they immediately set up in the ground a large stake,
to which they fasten him by both hands; they cause
the death-song to be chanted, and —all the Savages
being seated around the stake, at the distance of a
few steps—there is kindled a large fire, in which
they make their hatchets, gun-barrels, and otheriron
tools red-hot. Then they come, one after another,
and apply these red-hot irons to the different parts



